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~ 1don't generally bother YW‘ sbout matters ‘such
as ﬂu enclosure to this lettay but  admit a Bt of =
anndyance at what Mr. Agromsky had to say. Néedless

L " to say, we had nothing whatevey to do with the "Herald

Tribune' article which I also enclose, ‘and eonsider &
highly regrettable that the ’?'{riﬁunt";lhaild h?v‘:‘ ? t
_- published this misleading and indiscvset report, but
... . these days one has to take things as they come. But
why of ‘all places. should this come from Jerveslem, '
hardly the place of origin ef good intelligence on this
- particular subject, ' L

. Sincerely,

s 47 A

Allen AW. Duun;” . . v
Director - S

Enclosures (2) o

' Col. Grogan:abk (19Jﬁ1y61’ Ltr ‘to'G ‘
' . , . en. Sarnoff n
AWD:JI:mfb (rewrite 7/23/61) ot to be sent.

. 'Distxfj.}p,ution: :
Orig /2 enc. - addressee’
—1- DCI w/cy enc. via reading
1 - ER w/cy enclosures
1 - DDCI1
E - Col. Grogan .
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WRC-NBC Radio - | T raly ) 1961
Washington . \ SO

| News in Depth

ON THE C.1 A,

. MARTIN AGRONSKY- "A report on a piece of a brmhut stupidity.
That story in a miuuta

"It's kind ot ruuuring for. uAmcticau abroad to uo ‘how intelli-
gently and secretly his government's hulugmc service functions in these
critical times. I see by a week old Washington dispatch that our extremely
efficient super-secret intelligence agency is in the process of pulling off
another great coup. This front page story reports that large numbers of
C.1. A, agents are being withdrawn now from. American embassies overseas. :
It says 'quietly' -- this, of course, in the tradition of ixpeutuble secrecy with
which the C. 1. A. conductl all its opcx'ltions. .

"Demcnatra.ting Iurthor the inviolabihty of the secrecy tradition, the
report goes on to explain that up to now, CII. A, agents have enjoyed
diplomatic cover. This being the cloak and dagger euphemism for agents
opsrating under the guise of embauy personnel. No one need be concerned
though, that our nation is to be deprived of the invaluable protection of our
discreet undercover agents abroad juist because they'll no longer pose as
bonafide membors of our diplomatic service.

"The far-seeing C.1. A. dircctors had another cover prepared for
their boys quicker than you can say U-2 incident or Cuba. Informed
Washington eircles are quoted as saying presumably more “will now be
posing as American businessmen, and, it's. .explained, in the dirty tricka
trade this is known as commercm ‘cover.

"Really, it's difﬁcult to overumtc the amount ot sheer genius that
mu.st have gone into the C, 1. A. decision to transfer from the members of
our country's diplomatic service to our businessmen abroad the opprobrium
that attaches to espionage.

"The incredible public adminion that m every U.S. embassy there
ware those whose business was espionage has already providad all foreigners
with legitimate license to regard any American diplomat with mistrust. Now,
the same kind of damage can be done to the entire community of American
businessmen abroad. In the future, no matter how legitimata the activities
that American businessman may be engaged in abroad, he automatically will be
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. immeasurably helpful in his competitiea for fo. siness
.. foreign governments and businessmen will prefer 1o deal with an Amer i an
- ‘who may be eagaged in espionage than with a competitor of different -

n&ﬁcmity %o c‘n.t 1‘ cl‘im to be ¢ s - S
ey hocht i o baiag saybing ot remai e
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- #

, "Thisp&rtictd : u C.ILA t-'cfi;:i;i";.“ioréc-dcegnv R o o
, is particular C.1. A, e t begin, of co ' -
pare in scope nor uignuicme to two of the ‘agency's past triumpﬁ.;; :l:lfl;::
:lnd discreet espionige. The brilliance of the C.I, A. role in the U.2 over-
 flights of the Soviet Union over a year ago set a standard that mtkought |

at that time to be imp@*.,j‘.;u.; to surpass. Bat, just & couple of months i

TR |
.o v =
E

the C.L A, in masterminding the abortive invasion of.Cuba, demonstrated - i

- how imposasible it is to overestimate its i itude
; , tim neptitude.  This latest ventu
internal reorganisation shows the C.I A. has not lost ts touch. = "

"This is Martin Agronsky, NBG News, in J.rmalnm "
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adfork Heraid Tribune has{Matie cover” will hay to find
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clonk-ang. {Wil 00® he posing as American
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] The Keenuedy administve-
AVE DO tontrol over|WON'S action is part of @ gen-
A, sgenia, evenporal effort to change the C.71. A
¥ Reminshy ses at-|Conttnued on page 18, colymn 5

{tached to.the State Depariment. "_;‘" ¢
[This has led to corflicts andl”
in the em-i. """

The move doe snot mean that

1 Ameri-{®ill stop operating. Rut theee} be

In ‘the “dirty.
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jment much as In the case of
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While tne Taylor reperi isiiSiate pre
SUpEr-seciel, 1 can he stated | HHatehor sa
hat twn bread changes in thet;IN9e wi

reported orally
Esecutive—pr
‘ccaution to avo i
aboui the mte!-?;

inteliigence estabishment nre’; o
cwrrently under consideration |1 (Tins
by the White House.

First is a proposal to merge
the Intelligerce and Research v
Division of the State Depart- :::fet“;"?‘ff*
menc with the C. I A. in-||%% BUthorine
telligence-gathering functions formation -
into a new agency. jinformation.

The new agency would be

he said. "My

the U. S. Information Agency.

The second proposal would be
to taka away from the C. I. A,
all operational functions, such
a8 15 organization of the inva.

exiles. One eriticism of the
C. 1. A. has been tha{ intelli-
gence gathrriag and covert op-
erations shouid not be eon-
ducted by the same ageney,

The probiein is where to put
arm of the
C. I. A. if it removed from the
agency. One solution would be
to assign it to the Pentagon,
but there is strong Congression-
al pressure against this.

In making his decision on
these matters, the President is
also crxpecied to be guided by
the findings of Dr. James R.
Killian jr., who was named by
Mr. Kennedy to head & perma-
nent board charged with check-
ing up on the C. I. A. and other
[American intelligence activities.
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